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HEN I thought it incumbent on 
me to make ſome remarks on Dr. 
| Lettſom's letter to Sir Robert Barker, &c. 
the taſk was eaſy, until I came to that part 
which related to my own character; but 
this embarraſſed me not a little : I thought 
the whole improper, and the apology, 
mentioning that it had not ariſen from the 
moſt diſtant oppoſition to me, unneceſſary. 
To paſs it over unnoticed might have been 
_ deemed negligent or uncivil, or conſtrued 
into a tod of praiſe, whack being pro- 
feſſedly built upon an intimacy ſuppoſed to 
ſubſiſt between Dr. Lettſom and myſelf, I 
was conſcious could not be juſt. As I found 
myſelf unable to return the compliment, 
and ſeriouſly diſliked ſuch kind of incenſe, 
I ͤ made uſe of ſome expreſſions, which I 
own were deſigned to ſhew that diſlike, 
but without the leaſt intention of exciting 
Dr. Lettſom's anger. The diſtribution of 
this pamphlet here, and among my friends 
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on the continent, and advertiſing it to be 
left at coffee-houſes for general inſpection, 
ſeems to have given offence to the Doctor, 


but I think without reaſon. It is cuſtom- 
ary for authors to preſent their publications 


to their friends: in this inſtance J purſued 


my uſual method, but even in a leſs gene- 
ral manner than heretofore. The adver- 
tiſing my Obſervations and Remarks to be 
left at coffee-houſes, was, as the adver- 
tiſement expreſſed, from a deſire that the 


public might, without expence, be ac- ' 


quainted with both ſides of the queſtion ; 
and for that purpoſe I candidly invited the 
authors, who were of a different opinion, 
to preſent their works alſo: and I will 
now add, that, availing myſelf of the Doc- 
tor's hint *, I ſhall willingly ſupply ſuch 
lower places of reſort, as chuſe to apply 
for them, with both pamphlets ; for it is 
but reaſonable that the middling and lower 
claſſes of people, who have in general little 
inclination, or opportunity, to read books, 
eſpecially of ſcience, unleſs they are caſt 
in their way, ſhould, without expence, be 
informed of the danger to which they, in 
particular, are expoſed by this Society for 
General Inoculation in London, who pro- 
poſe to carry an infectious diſeaſe to their 
doors without aſking their conſent. 


* Page 8, note. 
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Thus much for the two firſt complaints. 
The Doctor next inſerts the paragraph 
which has given ſo much offence, and be- 
ſtows two pages of criticiſm on it, which 
I ſhall paſs over without reply, in order 
to proceed to what may be efteemed more 
material, which is his undertaking to ſhew 
that our acquaintance was not ſo ſuper- 
ficial as I had repreſented it. And I mean 
to confine myſelf to the evidence which 
he has produced, with the addition only 
of a few remarks. 


The firſt inſtance given is our joint— 
attendance on a patient in White Hart 
Court, where the Doctor thinks our viſits 
muſt ſometimes have exceeded an hour. 
At this patient's (a gentlewoman for whom 
I had a particular regard) I met Dr. Lett- 
ſom in company with another phyfician, 
I believe three times. The duration of 
theſe viſits was proportioned to the impor- 
tance of the caſe, but no converſation 
paſſed, but what immediately related to 
it; ſo that this very well coincides with 
what I have ſaid, that mutual civilities 
* have paſſed the very few times we have 
* had occaſion to meet. 


The next inſtance produced, is of the 


Doctor's dining with me at my houſe in 
Hertford ' 


1 


Hertford in 1773, to introduce a kinſman 
of his to my family. This is certainly 
true; I did not recollect it, 


The laſt is, that Dr. Lettſom dined with 
me, in company with the Ruffian ambaſ- 
ſador, and ſome other gentlemen, in 1774 
This I well remember; it was towards the 
end of July 174, when Dr. Lettſom ſent for 
me to an inn in Hertford, and expreſſed 
a defire to ſee Omiah, Who was then ino- 
culated under my care. I invited the Doc- 
tor to favour me with his company to din- 
ner. Many queſtions were atked at this 
meeting by the Doctor, relative to this 
native of Ulatea, but little did we appre- 
hend for what purpoſe. However, I was 
ſoon after rallied by one of the company 
on the retentive memory of the inquiſitive 
friend I had introduced, who, in the ſhort 
time ſpent with us, had collected many 
anecdotes of Omiah, and, without the 
leaſt apology, e e. a * monthly pub- 
lication with a long letter, reciting the 
converſation that had paſſed at my table. 


The Doctor next ſays, that a conſiderable 
degree of friendſhip and freedom mult have 
ſubſiſted between us, becauſe I introduced 


" Monthly Ledger, vol, 2. p. 18. Ann. Regiſter 1774, | 


p- 61. 
my 
i 


© 


my ſon where we attended in conſulta- 
tion. 


To ſeveral phyſicians of the firſt rank 
in this metropolis, with whom I pretend 
to no particular friendſhip, I have uſed no 
other introduction on ſuch occaſions, than 
— Sir, This is my ſon—and, without a 
ſingle exception, he has been invited to be 
preſent at our conſultations. Such are the 
liberal ſentiments that accompany the man 
of education and the gentleman. 


But Dr. Lettſom, to my great ſurprize, 
infers from this a conſiderable degree of 
friendſhip and freedom, adding, “ My 
« regard for him made me overlook ſmall 
« punctilios, and chearfully acquieſce in any 
ce thing which he thought might fru the 


& zntereſt of his family.” 


I really was not aware of the obligation, 
and can only ſay, that I will not offend in 
like manner again. But that the Doctor 
may not feel himſelf too much degraded, 
I will tell him, that this fon of mine had 
been four ſucceſſive years a regular ſtudent 
at Edinburgh; attended the lectures of 
the ſeveral profeſlors ; ; and after having 
paſſed through the uſual examinations, 
took his degree of Doctor of Phyſick W 
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he had ſtudied ; and further, the diſeaſe 
we attended together was the Small Pox, 
and I believe this young man had ſeen 
more patients under that diſtemper than 
Dr. Lettſom then had, or probably may do 
1 as long as he lives. Thus much a parent 
4 5.4 may be allowed to ſay of a ſon's education, 


ii though he ought to be the laſt perſon to 
| | ipeak of his character. 
1 In another paragraph I am attacked on 
| the declaration, that we never had any 
0 epiſtolary correſpondence, which; without 
Dr. Lettiom.'s being able to produce a fingle 
i: inſtance, is concluded by ſaying, <* that 
A ee we neither of us had much leiſure for 
4 « Writing. But that letters have Paſled be- 
| between us, I can {ately aflert.” 8 
5 1 
His own evidence, upon which alone Fe 
I have reſted the determination of this WEN! 
conteſt, amounts to this; that in the year 


1770, we attended a patient together as. 
phyſicians—that he dined with me at my 
houſe in 1773, to introduce a relation of 
his to my acquaintance ; and again in 1774. 
in a mixed company, when his attention 
was engaged in procuring anecdotes of 
Omiah. For the laſt five years we may 
perhaps have viſited two or ihres patients 
together, and (excepting an accidental in- 
terview 
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Whether his memory or mine may be 4 


14244001 
19 


more juſt reſpecting letters having paſſed, 
18 of ny conteq UENCE ; for if no impreſſion | Wo 


2 
remains of the ſubject, neither triendihip FJ 


nor character could have received any ad. 
dition. | | 7% 


I ſhall now requeſt the reader to e 1 


mine whether the intercourſe between Dr. 1 
Lettſom and myſelf bears the appearance LL 
of a long and intimate friendſhip, and 3s 
whether 1 could properly accept a com» 
pliment avowedly derived from ſuch a ſup= 9 
poſition. | | - 


And here this moſt ridiculous conteſt 

concerning our ſuppoſed intimacy might 

have ended. But a matter of far greater 
moment remains. for animadverſion. 


M Previous to which, I ſhall take the liberty 1 
4. to quote the Doctor's apology in his firſt 48 
105 paragraph, in favour of the private cha- oF 
tacter of a phyſician z © Private character ö 
4s to almoſt every man of leſs or more 
importance, but to a phyſician it is of 

the greateſt; the defence of private cha- 

WT racer, in the caſe of a phyſician, mult 1 
* therefore be admitted as an apology ſuf- = 
at 1 B « ficiently LL. 
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te ficiently valid.” Would any one believe 
that the inditer of theſe ſentiments could 
in the very ſame pamphlet ſo far forget 
himſelf, as to aſperſe the character of ano- 
ther, whom he had before laviſhly praiſed, 
and that for no other reaſon, but his not 
entertaining the ſame idea of the friend- 


ſhip ſubſiſting between them as himſelf? 


Vet this will moſt probably appear to 
be the the caſe in the following vindica- 
tion of my own character. 


Dr. Lettſom has, without the leaſt foun- 
dation, and againſt all appearances, ad- 
mitted a ſuſpicion that he had given me 
offence by his viſits to Hertford, and par- 
ticularly on account of his having met 
in conſultation, and contracted a friend- 
ſhip with, another phyſician in that neigh- 
bourhood. In ſupport of theſe opinions he 
has very unwarrantably thrown out reflec- 
tions againſt me, equally groundleſs, in- 
Jurious, and untrue. 


I can make great allowances for a heated 
imagination, but none for a perſon, who 
can deliberately and falſely attack the cha- 
racer of another. Yet ſuch is the light 
the Doctor muſt appear in to any one, who 
reads and attends to what follows. 
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For brevity ſake I ſhall make few quo- e 


Wit 1 1% fl 0 


be | o | ' | 17% 10 00 ee h i : 
tations, but ſhall refer the reader to the Doc- Eo 


tor's relation of his viſits to Hertford in the 1 1 


year 1778, beginning where * —_— "0 
are firſt noticed. * Perhaps I was tread- * fa 
« ing on interdicted ground — Entrance? 
on the precincts of the Baron's medical, a 
domain might poſſibly be a tenen not "8 iy 

| . © eaſy to be forgiven,” Wi , 


| it . . 3 cif WT: 
Yet it ſeems, by his own account, that l 
when he waited on me this diſguſt was. RR 


artfully concealed, *©* + If he had really 


net cr 


„ then any diſguſt at my abovementioned M 
N attendance with Dr. Walley, the emo- =. 
(PAN n 


( tions of it were ſo carefully ſuppreſſed, FT 


b mnt 10 
ee | n 
„ * that no appearance of it could be di:. = 
1 + | Wi 
WW * covered; ſuch unreſervedneſs, on the Li 
WT © contrary, prevailed in his behaviour, as MF 


= * tended to heighten my ideas of the ſin- | A 
7 cerity and ardour of his friendſhip.” = 


a. And at ils third and laſt viſit, it ſeems, 10 
the hypocriſy was carried ſtill further. 1 


= - 2 


— 
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i Notwithſtanding the diſcourſe that 


bad paſſed betwixt us on Inoculation, - 
no marks of diſtance or diſguſt were 4 
; 4 be perceptible in his conduct; far indeed 4 


2 * Page iy, + Page zi. I Page 26. 
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from any thing of that kind, he favour- 
ed me with what muſt at leaſt bear the 
& reſemblance cf a more than common 
mu Ez & reſpect. He had a patient, he ſaid, a 
1 1 % child with whoſe parents I was ac- 

; “ quainted, on whole caſe he wiſhed me to 
& be conſulted, and had accordingly ſent Bo 
6 to apprize the family of my arrival. 
« He then preſſed me to dine with him, 
c in company with the friends of his 
% abovementioned patient, and my prior 
* engagement only prevented me from 
Fe complying with his apparently kind in- 
5 yitation. 
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'The reader is defired to obſerve, that 
Dr. Lettſom has paid me the compliment 2 
of having, during this intercourſe, con- 
cealed the rancour of an envious heart 
under the maſk of friendſhip. If this be Ss 
true, I am contented to be eſteemed in= 
famous, If the charge be falſe, I leave F 
to others the delineation of the character 
of the detractor. 
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The fact ſtands ſimply thus: 


Before Dr. Lettſom was called to tze 
patient at Hertford, I had been requeſted 8 | 
by a young gentlcwoman, daughter to the 
pm in queſtion, to viſit her mor 1 
an I 
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to decline practice, 
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and public ; 


neither averſe 
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and on excuſing myſelf, becauſe I wiſhed | 
and never met the 
phyſician who atte nded, the mentioned her 


thoughts of defiring the attendance of Dr 
bm. 
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couraged, and I beheve it was on t the tecond = : 


viſit, that, hearing 
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This propoſal I very much eng 


Hertford, I reque efted to. Nr. a bim! 0 


and he called at my houſe. 


very well, that T wiſhed to communicate 


He knows 50 


to him ſome information that I thought 


would enable him to take the part of 
friend, as well as of a phyſician, in a family 
that I had many years known, and greatly 
reſpected, The converſation that 1 have 
recited then followed, without the leaſt in- 
junction of ſecreſy » which could not be im- 

zurſe upon a topic ſo general 
for which! eaſon I think my- 
ſelf fully juſt ified i in publiſhing it, though 
I do not wonder that the Doctor had rather 
not have been reminded of what he then 


ſaid. 


T think this true relation of. my having 
contributed to the Dottor's viſiting the 
patient, knowing that he was ta mee it Dr. 
Walley, will ſuticiently prove that I was 
from, nor offended at, the 
- but to make the point clear be- 
yond a doubt, I mult tell the Doctor, that 


I have 


hn 
— - - 


— 


: : , 
4 
att 0 


HM 


— — — 


| 0 ili 0 Wi 0 0 


Ahab by 


e oy i 
10 MN 


, wh 
e 5 


1 
1135 


e 
0 


ih Hh 0 
i Wh. 
Wi 100 


M. Wl! 
0 0 106 5 * 
. 

þ 


: 
WARNER 
TH AAA. 
114 1610 WAH 
17 td | Wl : 
ly 1 Mt 
N Dun " 
| Win 
110 Wh it M0071 { 
eee i} 
hentai 
tvs hi ; {1M " 

THT TER PPC REDUCED LL TEC 
' lit Nm A 1050 
Denn 

Mühe 
wht: / e 
MOIST, 

: We nh! 

: N ne +"! 

4 bt Wade 
mu! "n 10 1 

Hataetin 

J * Wig! Hat 
i} KY 7 MA 

Ul 1415 jj! ' 1h 


Wt 
0 
nnn ſ 

N 


n 
10 1 
ine 
| BMA: 
} Maine 
4,000 RT 
6 in; N 
1 T4 
"1 A j! , Me, 
ur THISTLE EEG 
i; MATTY 
1 ieee; 
16 " uh q 
e 
| if | 
101 
"I "wh 
1 


enn 


b 
bil. by 


Wenn 
Win 


16606 

4415 

ee 
1644 


Pr M "ri as 


— eg 


Z I 4] "il 
| I have for ſome years wiſhed to decline 
ractice, have as occaſion offered made 
it known, and ſometimes have been abſent 
from Hertford for four or five months 
together ; determining, however, not ab- 
ſolutely to refuſe viliting either rich or 


poor, wherever I may be fituated, and when 
ſuch viſits are particularly deſired. 


I hope this will ſufficiently convince the | 
Doctor, that he was not treading on in— | 
terdicted ground, and that * the precincts 
* of the Baron's medical domain,” are 
extremely at his, or any other phyſician's, 
ſervice. And I do aſſure Dr. Lettſom, 
that I was glad that he did viſit this pa- 
tient, was never in the leaſt jealous or 
diſpleaſed with his acquaintance or inti- 
macy with the phyſician he mentions, was 
perfectly ſincere in every thing I ſaid to 
him, and that he would have met with ©} 
a hearty welcome, if he had accepted my VI} 
invitation to dinner the laſt time he was 
at Hertford; a mark of hoſpitality and 
reſpe&t I am always happy to pay to any 
gentleman of the profeſſion : and further, 
that there is no character I hold ſo truly 
deſpicable, as that which is diſtinguiſhed 7 
by falſehood and hypocriſy. #34 
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With reſpe&t to the child, in whoſe 1 8 
1 caſe I wiſhed him to be conſulted was e 


. 10 


ſim ply this : 9 I 9 


Ain 
* et 
) 


The child was dangerouſly ill, and 1 Wo L 
ſhould have been glad to have hoagh the Ws” 0 


aſſiſtance of any phyſician, of whoſe abi 7 


lities I entertained a good opinion, wh =. 
had happened to ha” been on the ſpot?; 1 
and with a double Propr ety in this caſe,' MU Wo 
becauſe Dr. Lettſom was intimately ac= 

uainted with the parents, who were then 
at Hertford. Surely this cannot be eſteem- Fx 
ed more than common reſpect. 


Thus much for the viſits to Hertford ; 
but I muſt not part with the Doctor, with= | 
out denying the untruths he has aſſerted _— 
«10 of me reſpecting Dr. W alley, whoſe name 1 
be has frequently intr oduced without any 
LA apparent purpole. In pag. 22, he fays, 
„ during the few minutes we paſſed to- 
| ; « gether, he introduced the circumſtances 
1 © of a diſpute between himſelf and Dr. 
Walley.“ And page 17. © but with 
"Ir. Walley, though perhaps not his 
* inferior in education, learning, reputa- 
“tion, or extent of practice, the Baron, 9 
„ from motives of private animoſity, had 41 
"HL always refuſed to conſult.” if 
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With regard to the firſt aſſertion, it is 
certainly miſtaken ; for I never had a diſ- 
pute of any kind with Dr. Walley in my 


lite. 


How he became acquainted with my 
private animoſity remains for him to ex- 


plain. I can only fay, no charge can be 
more groundleſs. Dr. Walley and I do 


not meet as phyſicians; but, as to private 
animoſity, it is ſo far from being true, 


with reſpect to myſelf, that I ſhould be 


extremely ready to do Dr. Walley any good 
office, and I verily believe he would as 
_ willingly aſſiſt me, if requeſted, 


The reaſons the Doctor has given why 
at this interview he choſe to ſay little on 
the ſubject of Inoculation, are theſe. Pag. 


Dr. Watkinſon's oppoſition to the 


« Baron's ſentiments was mentioned by 
« him with ſuch evident diſpleaſure, that 
I ſhould have deemed it an unpardonable 


* 


e inftance of rudeneſs to. have told him, 


c 


N 


in his own houſe, that I had entertained 
* the ſame opinions with his antagoniſt ;” 
and, the reaſon why I made no inquiry 
« of him reſpecting the Ware Inoculation 


« is obvious; ſuch inquiry muſt have 


© been an unpolite adherence to what was 


6 plainly perceived to be a diſagrecable 
topic 3 # 
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7 1 
topic; nor - could I have derived any 


information from him concerning it, 
* which had not already been derived from 


% Others.“ 


Theſe appear to me the moſt awkward 
reaſons I ever heard. What, not be free 


with the gentleman, whoſc friendſhip he. 


had long enjoyed, &c. and who, he was 
perſuaded, would as cordially as himſelf 
unite in promoting the plan for General 


Inoculation, if he was convinced of its 
public utility, and whoſe behaviour at this 


inſtant was ſuch, as heightened the Doc- 
tor's idea of the ſincerity and ardour of 
his friendſhip ! Surely this would have 


been a favourable opportunity of endea- 


vouring to convince his friend : and, as to 
the Inoculation at Ware, it was certainly 


a ſtrange reſerve not to mention it; for if 
the information he had received had been 


allowed to be true, he would have had the 


115 ſatisfaction of hearing it confirmed; if 
otherwiſe, he would have been made fully 
acquainted with the objections. 


I have ſtated the above, on a ſuppoſition 


* that the account which the Doctor has 
given was true; but I declare, upon my 
7 word, that Dr. Watkinſon's oppoſition to 


my ſentiments was neither at that time, 
C nor 
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x nor. at any other, mentioned by me with 
| 7 T8 diſpleaſure. Nor had Dr. Lettſom any 
.——_ reaſon to ſuppoſe, that a converſation on 
the ſubject would have been difagreeable 
wwdo me, 


If Dr. Lettſom ſhould perſiſt in what 
HRT he has aſſerted, the opinion entertained of 
wr - our reſpective veracities muſt determine 
hl the point with every individual. 


I have now- gone through the whole 
charge reſpecting myſelf, which originally 
conſiſted in nothing more than what was 
contained in one paragraph. But by the 
help of a fertile imagination, a great num= 

x ber of unjuſt and uncharitable ſuſpicions, 
| and ſome untruths, have been advanced; 
{8 to all which, I hope, a ſufficient anſwer W* 
i has been gave | 


But ſeveral other complaints have been 
made, that I have nothing to do with; 
ſuch as circulating ſevere cenſures on his wa, 
conduct, &c. p. 6; and a number of un- 
accountable inſinuations from. p. 28, to I» 2 
the end. e 
Wy ", 
On theſe I ſhall only remark, that if] , 3 9 
he means to inſinuate that I have diy bo 
1 rely, or indiretity, made any ſuch re . 9 
* | flections, — 9 9 
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ections, or have been concerned in pro- 
pagating them, I muſt tell him it is abſo- 
lutely falſe; if others have done ſo, he 
ſhould call thoſe to account who have 
offended. If they are his own miſtaken 
apprehenſions, he ought to be aſhamed of 
them, 


The Doctor beſtows one paragraph in 
recapitulating what he had ſaid of the 
Inoculation at Ware, and inſerting a quo- 


tation of mine, in which I ſay that thoſe, 


who were unwilling to ſubmit to the ope- 
ration, took all poſſible care to avoid any 
intercourſe with the infected. The Doctor 
adds, Here, however, he is certainly 
* miſtaken; precautions and reſtrictions, 
„ in a place already full of contagion, 
& would have been abſurd, nor indeed did 


“ any ſuch exiſt. No perſon, as I have 


tc been credibly informed, quitted the town, 
cc or confined themſelves to their houſes, 
t or in fact did any thing which they had 
F not been uſed to do.” 


This reaſoning appears to me extremely 
abſurd. Surely precautions and reſtricti- 


ons are moſt neceſſary where much con- 


tagion exiſts; and whatever the Doctor 
may have been credibly informed of, what 


L have written I can ſafely aſſert from my 
own knowledge. But that I might be 
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perfectly clear in this point, the whole 
paragraph was ſhewn to the gentleman 
who inoculated and had the care of the 
people, before publication, and he approved. 
of every part of it. 


To conclude : ] believe the preſent oc- 


caſion will ſuflicien tiy ſhew the impro- 
priety of introducing private character in 


the diſcuſſion of 3 public queſtion. In- 
deed, where the name of + gentleman of 


character is introdu ced, a reſpectful e pithet 
may be proper] y annexed, or ſome ſhort 


tribute of gratitude paid, where a bene- 


cia! correipondence is noticed, and this 
feems to me all that is proper; for whe- 
ther I am entitled to the Very Hattering 
character the Doctor once beſtowed on me , 
or deſerve the abuſe he has now thou ght 
proper to load me with, x ttords no fort of 


ſtrength to the arguments for or a gainſt 
the propriety of the practice of the Society 


for General Inoculation, 


It occurs to me, how ever, to mention, 
that the document concerning the beha- 
viour of gentlemen of the law, which the 
Doctor thought unneceſſary, appears to 
me now to have been more neceſſary than 
I was then aware; and 1 mean ſo far to 
obſerve it on my own part, as to pay all 
due and impartial attention to whatever 


Dr, 


[ 21 } 


Dr. Lettſom may favour the public with, 
either on Small Pox, or any other branch 
of Medicine, and ſhall think myſelf obliged 
to him for any uſeful publication. | 


Dr. Lettſom has frequently declared, 
that motives of humanity to the indigent 
part of the ſpecies have induced him to write 
in favour of the eſtabliſhment for inocu- 
lating the poor at their own houſes. 


I profeſs the fame tender regard for the 
oor ; but I think the practice of that 
3 has a very contrary tendency, and 
is big with miſchief, on account of the 
danger to which many are thereby expoſed, 
who may take the diſeaſe from the inocu- 
lated, and loſe their lives by this unguard- 
ed practice; and that it tends to continue 
and ſpread the diſcaſe univerſally. In ſup- 
port of this opinion I publiſhed my rea- 


ſons, and they remain unanſwered. 


P. 28. 1. 5. Dr. Lettſom ſays—“ Some have imagined, 
« that my waiting on Dr. Walley this afternoon, was a cir- 
« cumſtance that deprived me of his good opinion.” And 
in note, p. 29. Some of my friends have ſuggeſted, that 
5 in ſpite of all appearances, my being an active member of 
e the Society for General Inoculation, rendered me ſecretly 
* difagreeable to the Baron.” 

Now I ſhall be extremely obliged to Dr. Lettſom, if he 
will inform me of the names of theſe friends, to whom [ 


_— 


am obliged for theſe ſuggeſtions. 0 * 
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